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\ An issue.with scrong “Star: Wars'” over
tones is being addressc:d with great urgencs
'r‘ in Washmgtom This is the-development of
” space-based weapacs to counter a perceived -
v . lead by the Sovxet Union and detend al,amst '
: ¢ strategic nuclea;weapons ;,,‘,,,.sr e
This ' controversial notion ;has - been :
i ‘brought into. sharper focus in recent weeks. .
:: with the -debate here over  a. puclear
L “freeze’” and whether the US and its alties.;
¢ should renounce the first use of such’ 'veap-
+ . . ons.Recentdevelopments: "~ -
- e US intelligence ‘nformatxon ot _
vertentiv made public in congressxonak tes-.

© timony --_indicates the Soviet Union is con-

. siderably "ahead-of the US in- oeveiomng

: sgace—based laser weaponry. -

~ ® A report this week by the General Ac-
_ counting Office "agrees -that™ the - Soviet:
« Union’s hlgh-energy laser prograny i5-sev-*

- eral times larger than that of the US. The™

* GAO says'such-a program has “!ong-range
- military potential” (likéning it to the inven-~
“-tion of the wheel and computers) and should
- bebroadened and-accelerated: T2 ins w2 10
-~ ® A team of scientists, engineers, econo—
mists, and military strategists == headed by

‘a former Defense Intellzgence Agency chief,"

:Lt. Geni*'Daniel Graham ‘— says-the" US‘
;snould move quickly to develop the military ::
potential of space: This group urges the de- .
:velopment ‘of @ ‘multisatellite global ballis-*
-tiemissile defense system" that could inter—:
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- Team of sc:entlsts engmeers and strategl ;ts
_ ,says miiiz tary potentxal should be qulckly developed

* reach their targets

4 -
ot

-“able: to- threaten US satellites in space f‘as;

© ~But, congressnonal “interest - has -been

mad- “.has.hiked" funding for balhstlc missile andh_

"¢.'%.The.GAO released a digest of its classl-

’Mx.m)ww......u.-: ST o

cept and destmy enemy ICBMs before/they
7} ‘,.,., Boaies hn) e
= :Even .within the: Pentac'on there are ’
strong differences of opinion about the uses
and. likelihopd of -*‘space war.” . Some. ofﬁ-
cials_played. down- the recent. comment. Ofs
" Richard De:Lauer - (head of, research..and
- engineering at the Pentagon) to members of
_'Congress that the -Soviet.-Union would be

early as-1983-1988”- and attack ground tar~
“gets “m the early 1990s." ,,:m;-' ety e g

_sparked, especialily since the .1dm1mstratlon ,’
“-continues to search for a home for its highly.
_accurateMX missile.-The administration !

space defense research. Congress might in-
_ crease this further, especially with the new..
information from its watchdog agency- ...

fied report tms week greater deta:l of whlch
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‘:‘§;stahle and morally. =
"".__defenssble strategy of.

" ham and the group he headed under the aus-

<} . sured survival."% 55 -3
77 In a guest’ artxcle in thxs newspa

Week& SpaceTechnologv Do
=1 A. constellation .of laser ; weapon-pl

_Iissile defense system - ‘,,emergmg tech -

e SR BT o v e e

; }week {(April 7); physicist Kosta Tsipis said

j hke httle more than childlik .wishfu

lat =y
' forms in space,” says the GAO, “‘has the po—] S
“~’tential to provide a credible air and balhstxc_.

ra ;_Technology} =

S e AT TR Y A 'W’”Mﬁyﬂw_"" .
nology has progressed to the pomt at whi
itsmilitary use is relatively clear. &+ -
_+-The .GAO-urges thePentagon™ “to nge “
‘greater. pnont) and funding te dev elopmg a
; -space—based laser procram, e
7 i:Such a program also is a key. part of the
: recommendatxons ‘made- by.General- Gra-

pxces of the Heritage Foundation..,. :
.. They--offer *a":layered - strat'egl »
fense »_ Including:-*ay ycheap _and. simplé
point defense of the US missile silos, then a'
spaceborne capablhty to dest.roy hostite ]
missiles - . on: the " rise,: .and~ fmally a
spacebome capabrhty to- 1ntercept reent.ry
vehicles in midcourse.” Such a program, xt
«is-estimated:- would cost $35 billion. It in-
" cludes: ground~based antiballistic- pro;ec-ﬁ
tilés - to - ‘defend: Us - strategxc rmssxles
‘:mfrared Jhoming weapons fired from space
and laserweapons T ,..,-. RS
~~General Graham’s group says this effort.]
;‘constxtutes a basic change in US: strategy
:*from the bankmpt;and basxcally unmoral
‘precepts of mutual assured’ destructmn to al
- Stable and morally

“Proposals.. for the . erection.: -ofxa ‘laser;
antiballistic’ mxssxledefensem space sound’

e:"!
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